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Focusing on the spirit of our heritage 


Are you seeing things? Of course you are, for that is 
the purpose of a telescope. But even a telescope needs 
to get things in focus and a messenger has to be clear 
about the message. This newsletter is not an attempt to 
revive that esteemed publication of earlier days but to 
capture something of the spirit of the heritage it 
represented. 

Readers from the E.U.B. tradition will recognize the 
Telescope Messenger as the name of the denominational 
publication that came into being with the union of the 
Evangelical and United Brethren Churches in 1946. Its 
name like that periodical came from uniting those of 
the two churches. The Religious Telescope was 
established in 1834 and the first issue came out on 
December 31 of that year. There were then 1,197 
subscribers who paid $1.50 per year. There were 
earlier annual conference papers but they suggested the 
need for this denominational publication. 

On the Evangelical side the first denominational 
publication was in German, called Der Christliche 
Botschafter and established in 1836. The increasing use 
of English prompted the founding of the Evangelical 
Messenger which first came out January 8, 1848. 
Meanwhile the protest of United Brethren members 
still using the German language led to the publication 
of Die Geschaeftige Martha beginning in 1840. 

All four publications were used in parallel ways to 
perform several services to the church. Behney and 
Eller (The History of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, p. 219) summarize these in reference to the 
Evangelical periodicals 

(1) as news magazines giving information about the Church; 

(2) as means for instructing church members in religious 
beliefs; (3) as means for the discussion of relevant and 
debatable issues; (4) as means for sending communications to 
individuals of the church, such as notifying persons or 
congregations that books were being sent or that money was 
owed the printing establishment; (5) to announce meetings of 
conferences or camp meetings, etc; (6) to solicit funds for 
different interests; (7) to carry on personal or group contro- 
versies; (8) to promote mission and educational interests. 

The breadth of these services suggest a wide range in 
the value of these publications for studying the history 
of the Church. United Theological Seminary has a 
complete file of the Evangelical Messenger, Religious 
Telescope and Telescope Messenger on microfilm as well 
as many bound volumes. Comparable collections may 
be found in other places. 


Our choice of name for this newsletter indicates our 
desire to fulfill similar functions as we look back on the 
history of this tradition as clearly as we can and seek to 
find the messages such a look can have for today. 

Do we need a newsletter? 

When the Center for the Study of Evangelical United 
Brethren History was founded in 1978, its purposes and 
activities were described as befit its name. During this 
decade much has been done to conserve and collect 
papers, to encourage research and to sponsor meetings 
for sharing. 

When the Advisory Board met in 1989, it realized 
that it must increase its activity so that valuable 
information is not lost. It also recognized a need to 
make its purposes clearer. Hence the emphasis was 
changed from “the study of history” to “heritage.” The 
tasks of the Center are now to be organized under three 
main categories: (1) Saving the Heritage, (2) Studying 
the Heritage, (3) Promoting the Heritage. Thus along 
with collection and research, efforts shall be directed to 
making the tradition available for the present and 
future stimulation of the church. This newsletter is 
intended to assist these purposes. 

Its precise content must be determined by interest 
and resources available, but we see things we can surely 
do. (1) We can report on what has been done as 
encouragement to further effort. (2) We can suggest 
emerging areas of need for study. (3) We can report 
resources as they become available. (4) We can 
acquaint readers with other persons and centers of 
similar interest. (5) We can announce events and sites 
of interest. (6) We can provide a place for brief articles 
which may not fit more scholarly journals. (7) We can 
gather historical anecdotes which are the basic stuff of 
history. 

We are open to the future and have only two impor- 
tant biases. We believe there were distinctive aspects to 
the Evangelical and United Brethren traditions which 
should be remembered and examined. Without 
religious jingoism we would raise questions about what 
they were and what was their value. We believe also 
that persons are more important to history than 
institutions and would like to identify important persons 
and their contributions. 



The road from History to Heritage 


When the Center for the Study of Evangelical United 
Brethren History was established by the United 
Theological Seminary Board of Trustees in 1978, there 
was an immediate positive response to the idea. The 
process of Church Union had disclosed that there were 
differences in the two uniting traditions and that both 
had values. There was a recognized danger that the 
values of the E.U.B. tradition and its history would be 
lost unless someone gave attention to it. By that time 
also it was felt this attention could be given without any 
danger of fostering division. It was also seen that 
United Theological Seminary was peculiarly fitted to 
preserve that heritage with its strong connection to it 
and the basis its library already provided. 

There was a problem. Even a modest effort needs 
financial support and people. The Seminary provided 
some resources and other funds were found in other 
ways. But leading the effort claimed the time of already 
busy people. So progress was slower than desired. Yet 
impressive efforts were made as a review of the years 
discloses. 

An Advisory Board was formed to give guidance to 
the work of the Center and beyond the immediate 
expansion of the denominational holdings in the 
Seminary library, the Center launched an oral history 
program to gather eye-witness reports of E.U.B. 
history. Since this program was launched and inter- 
viewers were trained, more than 85 interviews have 
been completed on tape and of these, 35 have been 
transcribed. 

On December 7, 1979, an awards banquet was held to 
honor the four persons instrumental in the publication 
of The History of the Evangelical United Brethren Church 
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1979). These were the two 
authors, J. Bruce Behney and Paul H. Eller, the editor 
Kenneth W. Krueger and Ronald Patterson of Abing- 
don. The address was given by Arthur C. Core. 

At this time also a Founders Program was launched 
of persons who contributed $50 to the Center and 
received a copy of the Behney-Eller history. According 
to the 1980 report of the Center there were 135 found- 
ers. 

At the time of the U.T.S. commencement in June 
1980, a symposium was conducted on the place of 
women in the E.U.B. tradition. Harriet Miller pre- 
sented a paper, “The Status and Images of Women in 
Christian Education in the E.U.B. Church, 1846-48.” 
Donald Gorrell presented another on “A New Impulse: 
Women’s Rise to Lay Leadership and Service in the 
United Brethren in Christ Church and in the Evangeli- 
cal Association.” 

In 1981 on Sunday, May 1, an observance was held to 
mark the 175th Anniversary of the death of Jacob 



Dr. Michael Weyer (right), Professor of Church His- 
tory at the United Methodist Seminary in Reutlingen, 
Germany, with Professor Elmer O’Brien at a recent 
meeting of the Advisory Board. 

Albright. James Nelson and Richard Tholin presented 
papers. 

On April 24-25, 1988 a consultation was held in St. 
Louis on Identity and Diversity within European 
United Methodism. Addresses were given by Bishop 
Franz W. Schaefer and Dr. Franklin Littel followed by 
responses and group discussion. This consultation, held 
in connection with the meeting of General Conference, 
was especially significant for the representation from 
West Germany, Norway, Czechoslovakia, East Ger- 
many, Sweden, Finland and Switzerland as well as the 
United States. It disclosed the contribution the Center 
was able to make by providing a place for European 
United Methodists from various countries to talk with 
each other. Fostering Center contacts with European 
churches became an important part of its agenda. 

Meanwhile the collection of important documents 
was continuing along with efforts to increase their 
availability. 

Still dissatisfied with the pace of the Center’s prog- 
ress, the Advisory Board appointed a Committee on 
Structure to suggest how its work could be strengthened 
and in 1989 its report was received. As a result, by 
action of the Board and approval by the U.T.S. Board 
of Trustees, the name of the Center was changed to 
The Center for the Evangelical United Brethren 
Heritage to avoid the antiquarian perceptions suggested 
by “The Study of History” and to emphasize the 
Center’s desire to make the Evangelical United Breth- 
ren heritage useful for the strengthening of the United 
Methodist and the ecumenical Christian church. The 
Center’s objectives were correspondingly clarified, and 
to assist achieving them, it was determined to launch 
this newsletter. 



SOURCES FOR NEW UNDERSTANDING 


By Donald K. Gorrell 


The role of women in Evangelical United 
Brethren history has been one of the most 
researched subjects in the historical collection of 
our Center in recent years. As a consequence, the 
combined energies of student and faculty scholars 
have confirmed that the ordination of women in this 
heritage has the oldest continuous history of the 
several branches that now comprise the United 
Methodist Church. And the basic information for 
these discoveries was found in the excellent primary 
and secondary sources of the Center for the 
Evangelical United Brethren Heritage located at 
United Theological Seminary. 

Since the Evangelical Church never had women 
clergy, the history of ordained women had its 
lineage through the United Brethren tradition. 

There are references to female ministers in A. W. 
Drury, History of the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ and in J. Bruce Behney and Paul H. Eller, 
The History of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, but these cite few specific sources. How- 
ever, careful study of Annual Conference journals, 
General Conference proceedings, and denomina- 
tional periodicals has revealed considerable infor- 
mation about women generally and clergywomen 
particularly. 

Late in the 1970s students in research seminars 
pooled their efforts to investigate numerous sources 
that Jim Will summarized and interpreted in an 
article published in a book titled “Woman’s Rightful 
Place” that I edited. 1 In the same volume, a study of 
the role of women who attended the United 
Brethren seminary at Dayton, Ohio also revealed 
the long-time training of women as clergy, 
missionaries, and deaconesses. 2 Among these was 
Ella Niswonger, the first woman ordained in 1889, 
who also became the first female clergy delegate to 
General Conference in 1901. Much of the research 
was not as exciting as these discoveries but the 
examination of the records indicated the wealth of 
information that awaits further study. 

Persistence in such investigations is needed 
because we found that some data that seemed 
conclusive actually were untrue in light of additional 
research. When it was learned that it had been 


agreed behind the scenes in 1939 by negotiators of 
the upcoming 1946 Evangelical United Brethren 
union that there would be no further ordination of 
women in the merged church, it appeared that the 
practice had ended and women clergy would slowly 
disappear. 3 However, later investigation of women 
elders and ordination between 1946 and 1968 by 
Jonathan Cooney not only earned an award from the 
General Commission on Archives and History but 
also proved that women served in ministry and 
continued to be ordained during those years. 
Cooney’s careful research was published in 
Methodist History and provides the documentation 
to verify the continuous heritage of ordained women 
clergy among United Brethren from 1889 to the 
present. 4 

Maintenance of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Collection makes possible such investigations on 
various subjects and constitutes one of several 
functions of this Center. Having the sources 
available on library shelves is important, but it is not 
enough. Until persons are motivated to examine 
and reinterpret the facts that lie buried in those 
pages, we still have much to do to make a living 
contribution to an accurate understanding of the 
United Methodist Church today. 

In light of the recent recommendation of the 
current quadrennial Ministry Study Commission to 
have a single ordination as elder in order to solve 
the problem of having both lay and clergy deacons, 
perhaps it is time for researchers to study the 
United Brethren and Evangelical United Brethren 
records since both followed that practice. The 
sources are at hand for new understanding on this 
and other important topics. 

'Jim Will, “The Ordination of Women — The Development in 
the Church of the United Brethren in Christ,” "Woman's Rightful 
Place’: Women in United Methodist History , ed. Donald K. 

Gorrell (Dayton, OH: United Theological Seminary, 1980), pp. 
27-40. 

2 John L. Ferris and Donald K. Gorrell, “Educating Women for 
Ministry at the United Brethren Seminary,” ibid., pp. 41-53. 
3 Will, p. 33. 

“(Jonathan Cooney, “Maintaining the Tradition: Women Elders 
and the Ordination of Women in the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church,” Methodist History 27:4 (Oct. 1988), pp. 25-35. 



ROOTS AND FRUITS: DIGGING AND PLUCKING 


Recently as part of a study of globalization in 
theological education, a representative from the 
Association of Theological Schools came to United 
Seminary. He was interested in knowing how the 
emphasis on preparing ministers for service in a global 
church developed here. As some of us talked with him 
about this, we saw that the particular nature of the 
E.U.B. Church was influential. The details of this 
might merit further treatment, but here this incident is 
meant to be illustrative. 

Discussions about institutions and practices of the 
Church often raise questions about the relationship 
between what is and what was. Sometimes they start in 
remembering what was and wonder what happened. At 
other times, they note what is and wonder how we got 
here. In either case they ask for further study. 

Meetings of the Center Advisory Board listed some 
questions that do this. Here they are given as a starting 
list to prompt further thought and someone’s study. 
What happened in the 1920s and 1930s that led to the 
decline of women’s work? Why did the UB’s and EV’s 


E.U.B. history 
finds many homes 

In addition to the United Theological Seminary 
Library and the General Commission on 
Archives and History in Madison, New Jersey, 
there are other places where materials concern- 
ing the E.U.B. tradition may be found. Some 
may be near you. We want to identify them, the 
person to contact, and the strength of the 
collection as this information becomes available. 
Here is a starting list: 

West Ohio Conference materials are kept at 
Ohio Wesleyan College. 

East Ohio resources are at Baldwin Wallace 
College. 

The University of Indianapolis, once Indiana 
Central College, has materials concerning 
the EUB Church as does Garrett 
Evangelical Seminary. 

Lebanon Valley College, Annville, PA, has UB 
archival materials. 

The East Ohio collection at Baldwin Wallace 
as well as the Bishop Seybert Museum and the 
display at the Seybert Cottage at Linwood Park, 
Vermillion, Ohio, are under the care of Bill 
Drown. His address and phone number are 
given in the note regarding the Seybert Museum 
in the next column. 


give up deaconess work? Why did the EUB’s decide to 
unite with the Methodists? What was the place of 
ethnic ministries in the E.U.B. Church? (Italian work, 
inner city missions, work in New Mexico with Hispan- 
ics.) What was the EUB musical heritage? 

One of the intended functions of the Religious 
Telescope and the Evangelical Messenger was to provide 
a place for useful debate. There would be excitement 
in identifying some of these coptroversies for their 
dynamics and consequences. 

In a somewhat different mood, the Advisory Board 
members once asked what were some of the distinctive 
aspects of the E.U.B. tradition. Some suggestions were 
the Council of Administration, the ecumenicity of 
campus ministries, the ecumenicity of E.U.B. missions, 
the strong emphasis on home missions and 
missionaries. Such suggestions raise some questions: 
were they really distinctive and if so, what made them 
so? Are there other aspects more distinctive? 

Add your own suggestions and help with the answers. 

Sites of E.U.B. interest 

The October 1989 issue of Methodist History (vol. 
xxviii, no. 1) has the current register of Historic Sites as 
of January 1989, arranged by states. The shrines or 
landmarks by General Conference are marked with 
asterisks. Places of interest for the E.U.B. tradition 
are: 

In Ohio: Hanby House in Westerville 

In Pennsylvania: Boehm’s Chapel, Willow Street 
Site of the 1st Church and Publishing House of the 
Evangelical Association, New Berlin 

For other states and other sites, see the full listing as 
a start for finding places of interest. 

A combination site and resource is The Bishop 
Seybert Museum at the Seybert United Methodist 
Church, 422 West Main Street, Bellevue, Ohio. There 
are many artifacts relating to the early Evangelical 
Church and to Jacob Albright and Bishop Seybert. 
There are also many books on individuals and 
denominational history and the East Ohio Conference 
local church history files. The museum is open by 
reservation only and one should write to Mr. Bill 
Drown, 4384 N.C.R. 29, Bellevue, Ohio 44811. His 
phone number is (419) 483-8994. 

How can we be more useful? 

Let us know the aspects of this issue you found most 
and least useful to help us improve on later ones. 




DISCOVERIES 


In this column we will report books and articles 
we have found which may interest persons wanting 
to know about various aspects of the EUB heritage. 
We will welcome discoveries readers have made. 

Robert H. Terry of York College, York, 
Pennsylvania published in 1984 Light in the Valley: 
The McCurdy Mission School Story (Santa Fe, NM: 
Sunstone Press, softcover $9.95, hardback $19.95). 
Attractively written and printed with pictures, tables 
and notes, it is the place to start for anyone wanting 
to know about that influential mission school. 

They Went Out Not Knowing: An Encyclopedia of 
100 Women in Mission (New York: Women’s 
Division of the Board of Global Mission, UMC, 
1986) has fourteen biographies of U.B., EV. and 
EUB women. Included are Minerva Strawman 
Spring (EV), Susan M. Bauernfeind (EV), Mellie 
Perkins (UB), Justina Showers (UB), Louise 
Johanna Nienos Busacca (EV), Lydia B. Rice (EV), 
Mabel Mussell Thomas (UB), Ruth Dietzel (EV), 
Aletha Knapp Faust (EV), Mary McLanachan 
(UB), Frances Bernice Mauer Schneider (EV), 
Roberta Amanda Frey Schaeffer (EV), Ruth 
Martha Elmer (EV), Ruth Schaffer Daugherty 
(UB). These are all notable persons but readers will 
want to add others. For starters this writer would 
add Dr. Regina Bigler and Dr. Mabel Silver, but 
that can only suggest the need for a fuller roster. 

An inquiry to the United Methodist publisher has 
disclosed that copies of Arthur C. Core’s Philip 
William Otterbein: Pastor-Ecumenist (Nashville, TN, 
1968) are still available in both paper and hardback. 

Dacea C. Shoemaker’s Choose You This Day: The 
Legacy of the Hanbys, was published by the 
Westerville Historical Society in 1983. 


J. Steven O’Malley, a member of the EUB 
Heritage Center Advisory Board, has produced a 
number of studies of the EUB tradition. “The 
Hermeneutics of the Otterbeins” appeared in 
Methodist History, October 1986. “A Distinctive 
German American Credo: The U.B. Confession of 
Faith” was in the Asbury Theological Journal, Spring, 
1987. Separately published were Fatherland 
Revisited, The Otterbeins, Pilgrimage of Faith (the 
Legacy of Otterbein), Touched by Godliness (on 
Bishop Seybert). 

Methodist History, January 1990 (xxvii, no. 2) p. 

143 in its Discovery section edited by Frederick E. 
Maser has a brief article on the ordination of 
women in the EUB Church in which he reports 
research done by Daryl Elliot that shows the Old 
Constitution wing of the U.B. Church (which 
Donald Gorrell had shown more conservative in 
such matters) also approved the ordination of 
women. 

Franklin H. Littell, The Growth of Interreligious 
Dialogue 1939-1989: Enlarging the Circle (Lewistown, 
NY: Edwin Mellen Press, 1989) has a chapter by 
Raymond Veh on “The Leavening Process of 
Ecumenism.” Many will remember Dr. Veh, who 
died within the last year, as a long time youth leader 
and editor in the EUB tradition. 

Ann Fagan, This is Our Song: Employed Women 
in the United Methodist Tradition (New York: 
Women’s Division, Board of Global Ministries, 
UMC, 1986) devotes Chapter 8 (pp. 147-170) to the 
E.U.B. experience. 

J. Kofi Agbeti, West African Church History: 
Christian Missions and Church Foundations: 1482- 
1919 (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1986) has a section on 
United Brethren Methodist Mission, pp. 131-142. 


This is your invitation to membership 


The Advisory Board for the Center for the 
Evangelical United Brethren Heritage at its recent 
meeting set in motion a process by which persons 
interested in the work of the Center can become 
members and supporters of its work. Since the Center 
is now developing its work, the benefits membership 
can provide require further study. However, at this 
point we can invite a basic yearly membership at $10. 


While at this time the newsletter is our major increased 
activity, members will be informed of opportunities as 
they emerge and, more importantly, indicate their 
interest in the purposes of the Center. Later there may 
be other levels of membership with appropriate benefits 
and recognition. In appreciation for the founding 
members, their membership will be extended without 
further dues for this first year of increased activity. 




Founders and Supporters 


Initial and continuing support for the Center has come from United Theological 
Seminary both in the provision of financial support and personnel. In addition to 
the contributions of the Founders listed below, the Center benefited from two 
other sources. The General Council on Ministries provided a grant for the Oral 
Histories Project. Because of Audrie Reber’s interest in the Center and her 
serving on its Advisory Board, at her death memorial gifts were given in her name. 
You can add your support for the Center by gifts or membership. 

Names are given as listed November 1986 and include persons who have since 
died. The list may need corrections and such are invited. 


Dr. and Mrs. Wayne E. Barr 

Rev. Harry Eckels 

Dr. and Mrs. Merrell D. Geible 

Dr. and Mrs. Donald K. Gorrell 

Dr. and Mrs. Frederick D. Hill 

Dr. and Mrs. Norman W. Klump 

Dr. and Mrs. Harold H. Platz 

Miss Mary Lue O. Warner 

Dr. Newell J. Wert 

Mrs. Justina L. Showers 

Mrs. Mary C. Howland 

Dr. and Mrs. Paul H. Eller 

Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth W. Krueger 

Mr. Robert E. Clark 

Mr. Martin Michaelis 

Mrs. A. R. Seder, Sr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Raymond M. Veh 
Mr. and Mrs. Rex E. Wright 
Rev. and Mrs. James I. Melhom 
Mrs. Darlene Lansman 
Miss Lois McKelfresh 
Mr. Horace E. Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin F. Alvey 
Dr. David Koss 

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Miller 

Dr. and Mrs. Harold L. Boda 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Lewis Long 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey W. Hammink 

Rev. and Mrs. Carl Y. Ehrhart 

William Kenneth Kyle 

Mrs. William C. McCorkle 

Mr. Harry J. W. Fravert 

Rev. Robert J. Miller 

Belmont United Methodist Church 

Ms. Sarah C. Loy 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Roberts 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Seager 

Mr. Charles S. Wolf 

Mr. and Mrs. O. K. Webster 

Dr. and Mrs. D. Dwight Grove 

Ms. Edith M. Bickel 

Bishop Reuben H. Mueller 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter E. Rilling 

Mr. Elmer N. Funkhouser 

Mr. and Mrs. Merritt H. Clymer 

Dr. and Mrs. Calvin H. Reber, Jr. 


Mr. and Mrs. Carl M. Landis 

Grace Adams Shirley 

Leslie Omer Shirley 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Martin 

Mrs. Paul J. Slonaker 

Dr. and Mrs. L. L. Huffman 

Mrs. Byron W. Sheetz 

Dr. Ezra H. Ranck 

Mr. Robert L. Corbin 

Dr. John A. Smith 

William R. Boyle, Jr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth H. Pohly 
Newburg United Methodist Church 
Rev. and Mrs. Edward D. Auchard 
Evangelical United Methodist Church 
(Wood River, IL) 

Dr. John F. Wells 

Rev. and Mrs. Donald E. Carper 

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Jefferies 

Rev. Keith W. Spahr 

Dr. Ben F. Wade 

Mr. Lloyd Thompson 

Ms. Jean M. Riggs 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris E. Allton 

Harold E. Albert 

Mrs. Frances B. Newcomer 

Dr. and Mrs. Lynn W. Turner 

Rev. Willard F. Brown 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Trump 

Rev. and Mrs. Elwood L. Heiser 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. Daugherty 

Rev. Joseph G. Howe 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Burg 

Rev. and Mrs. David W. Schneider 

The Revs. Michael J. and Saranne P. 

O'Donnell 

Dr. Robert W. Koenig 

Rev. and Mrs. William H. Jenkins 

Mr. Waldo M. Keck 

Bruce L. Keck 

Rev. and Mrs. John H. Ness, Jr. 

Rev. and Mrs. Ronald P. Ricard 
Rev. and Mrs. Donald N. Ciampa 
Chaplain and Mrs. David C. Davis 
Rev. and Mrs. Randall A. Campbell 
Rev. and Mrs. Paul E. Stuckey 
Mrs. Ray Gulden 


Miss Mary McLanachan 

Ellen Jane L. Porter 

Rev. Gerald J. Stutzman 

Rev. Phillip W. Hillsamer 

Rev. Harry E. Zech 

Mr. Charles O. Lambert 

Rev. Charles R. Loss 

Rev. and Mrs. Romaine W. Teney 

Annville UMC (PA) 

Rev. and Mrs. Wayne C. Hess 

Dr. Cawley H. Stine 

Rev. Thomas Scoby 

Rev. and Mrs. Donald W. Shilling 

Mr. Harold Deever 

Rev. and Mrs. Roy E. Bosserman 

Dr. Martin K. Mayes 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Gilmore 

Rev. and Mrs. John E. McRoberts 

Mrs. George J. Hess 

Rev. Thomas D. Hanover 

Rev. and Mrs. Oral F. Landis 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert B. Hirschman 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Knight 

Dr. and Mrs. James H. Williams 

Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Mosier 

Mr. Daniel A. Harris 

Rev. Walter A. Siering 

Revs. Dennis and Gail Alexander 

Rev. and Mrs. Wilbur A. Williams 

Dr. Robert Nitzell 

Mrs. Irma A. Kellogg 

Mr. and Mrs. Conrad M. Page 

Dr. and Mrs. Carl M. Schneider 

Bishop Hermann W. Kaebnick 

Mrs. Bernice F. Hess 

Mrs. Robert F. Evans 

Mr. Robert E. Kreitz 

The Lebanon Corporation (IN) 

Mr. and Mrs. Nevin D. Snyder 
Rev. and Mrs. John Ness, Jr. 

Dr. and Mrs. George W. Bashore 
Rev. and Mrs. Parker C. Young 
Mr. Clarence W. Mauerhan 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellsworth Kirkelie 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Brubaker 
Dr. Mark J. Hostetter 



ANECDOTAGE 


Often brief and humorous stories shed more light 
on history and personalities than extended analyses 
and narratives. So to uncover and preserve some of 
these, we hope to run a regular column of such 
about E.U.B. personalities and events. We invite 
readers’ contributions, and to prime the process, 

Dr. James Nelson provides the following: 

Dr. Lewis Davis (1814-1890)*, President of 
Otterbein College during its early formative 
decades, was one of the founding faculty members 
of United Theological Seminary in 1871. A native of 
Virginia, one of the things that caused his adherence 
to the United Brethren in Christ denomination was 
its stand against the institution of slavery. He was a 
consistent and outspoken abolitionist which upon 
occasion was a source of conflict. Among the 
stories that come down to us of this stalwart cham- 
pion of liberation for the African slave is one told by 
his wife Rebecca and preserved by his young 
colleague at Otterbein, Professor H. A. Thompson, 
in these words: 

A young man from the South found his way to 
the college [Otterbein] and also found home in 
the family of the president [Lewis Davis]. He 
was polite and courteous, a moderate student, 
but indoctrinated with southern ideas, and of 
course believed that slavery was the natural 
condition of the black man. Mr. Davis was 
anxious to correct his erroneous views, and took 
occasion at meal time as the most opportune 
period, to put his opinions before the student. 


As the latter could not, of course, meet the 
objections brought against his pet notions, he 
became a little annoyed at times, but bore it all 
patiently. The end came one day when a 
fugitive slave, on his way north, stopped at the 
president’s, and he insisted he should be 
brought out to the table to eat with the family, 
including the young man. This was the straw 
that broke the camel’s back. Under no 
circumstances could he submit to such indignity. 

By permission he left the table and went to the 
hotel to get his dinner. He was very angry. 

Some parties anxious to know the trouble 
inquired if he did not have a pleasant boarding 
place. The young man answered it was all 
pleasant and good except one thing: “It was 
niggah for breakfast, and niggah at dinner and 
niggah at supper: it was just niggah all the 
time.” {Our Bishops, Dayton, OH: U. B. 
Publishing House, 1904, pp. 420-1). 

There is no indication of how all this “indoctrina- 
tion” affected the opinions of the young man, but it 
is made abundantly clear that President Davis under 
no circumstances either altered his view or practice 
on the subject, nor did he on any occasion conceal 
his strongly held opinions on race or slavery. 

* Dr. Davis was also elected a bishop of the United 
Brethren Church in 1853 and resigned the office in 
1860 to return to the presidency of Otterbein 
College. 

James D. Nelson 
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Guardians of the Heritage 


Since the founding of the Center there has been a 
broadly representative advisory board to guide its 
activities. Some of the earlier members have been 
taken by death but present members continue to 
represent acquaintance with aspects of E.U.B. history 
as well as general historical competence. Their names 
and partial qualifications are as follows: 

Arthur C. Core - Professor Emeritus of Church 
History, United Theological Seminary 
Robert Frey - Professor of History and Dean of the 
College, Wilmington College, Wilmington, Ohio 
45177 

Donald K. Gorrell - Professor of Church History, 
United Theological Seminary 
Frederick D. Hill - Professor of History, Emeritus, 
University of Indianapolis 
Norman W. Klump - Retired Executive from the 
Board of Global Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church and earlier Associate General 
Secretary of the Home Missions Division of the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church 
John R. Knecht - President Emeritus, United 
Theological Seminary and one-time secretary of the 
Board of Evangelism of the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church 

Alberta E. MacKenzie - Special Collections 
Librarian, Otterbein College 
Millard J. Miller - Retired pastor and long-time 
denominational leader, U.B. and E.U.B. 


James D. Nelson - Professor of Church History, 
United Theological Seminary 

Elmer J. O’Brien - Director of Library and 
Information Services, United Theological 
Seminary, and Director of the Center 

J. Steven O’Malley - Professor Church History and 
Historical Theology, Asbury Theological Seminary 

K. James Stein - Professor of Church History, 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 

Mary Lue Warner - Earlier Secretary of Literature of 
the W.S.W.S. and now an archivist-historian at 
Otterbein Home 

In addition to the above, ex officio members of the 
Board are Newell J. Wert, Vice President for Academic 
Affairs, United Theological Seminary; Henry Brooks, 
Vice President for Development, United Theological 
Seminary; Paul Schrodt, Assistant Librarian, United 
Theological Seminary; and the editor of this newsletter. 
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